FAITH COMMUNITY SEAMLESSLY RESPONDS
TO NEED FOR MASKS

ince early April, faith-

based partners from
across Riverside County
have sewn nearly 7,000
masks to protect at-risk
clients and social services
workers from exposure to
the coronavirus.

“We sent out an email
letting our faith partners
know about the dire need
DPSS had for masks, and
they immediately swung
into action to meet this
need, says Irene Capen, manager of Faith in Motion, a network
of more than 50 faith-based partners.

\

Sandals Church, in Riverside, was
the first faith partner to donate masks.

The network of partners from many faiths collaborates with
DPSS to provide resources and support to abused and
neglected children and their families. The network also helps
recruit families to foster children who need safe and loving
homes.

Recipients of the masks include children and youth in foster
care, the elderly, home caregivers, social workers and others
who have needed them, said Capen, calling the initiative a
collective effort.

“This is what Faith in Motion is all about—coming together to
support efforts that keep individuals and families safe during
this crisis,” Capen said.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends
wearing a face covering in public settings where other social
distancing measures are difficult to maintain, especially in
areas of significant community-based transmission. Face
coverings are always to be worn by employees and visitors to
DPSS facilities, says DPSS
Director Sayori Baldwin.

“Wearing a facial covering is a
sign of respect and consideration
| for the health of our colleagues
' and our clients,” Baldwin says.
. “We are grateful for the
' handmade facial coverings which
are each so beautiful and unique.
This outpouring of love and
support protects our own
fieldworkers and our most
vulnerable neighbors.”
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Irene Capen, manager of
Faith in Motion, picks up a
mask donation at Crossroads
Christian Church in Corona.

MEET A DAD HELPING OTHER DADS IN RIVERSIDE
COUNTY

R oger De Leon is passionate
about being a dad who
helps other dads.

De Leon moved from Texas to
Southern California when he
was 8. Just 10 years later he
became a father. Now, a
grandpa at 41, De Leon helps
other parents across Riverside
County who want to reunify with
their children who are in placed
in foster care.

De Leon knows firsthand what
it's like when a child is taken
away and says sometimes the
experience can seem unfair.
As a father, De Leon has
experienced all the emotions and work that it takes to get a child back.
De Leon said his faith and his role as an assistant youth minister are
reassuring to him that he went through the experience himself for a
reason.

Roger De Leon, 41, is a parent partner for
the Department of Public Social Services
(DPSS). (Photo credit: David Meleika)

For the past five years, De Leon has been a parent partner for
Riverside County DPSS. Parent partners are paraprofessionals who
have experienced having a child placed in foster care and were later
reunified with their child.

De Leon especially loves working with and encouraging fathers. He is
bilingual and engages them in both English and Spanish; his goal
being to ensure all his clients are communicating with their social
worker, actively participating in the reunification process, and can be a
part of their children’s lives as they strive to become better parents.

“Although the goal of the child welfare system is to strengthen and
preserve families, we recognize that the process can feel
overwhelming and even frightening,” said Lisa Walcker, regional
manager for the Program Development Region at DPSS Children’s
Services Division. “Through the Parent Partner program, we are able
to connect families who are newly involved with the child welfare
system with parents who have successfully navigated through the
process in order to give support along the way.”

A small but growing number of studies are showing that parent peer-to-
peer programs are producing higher rates of reunification and lower
rates of child reentry into the child welfare system, according to Casey
Family Programs, a national foundation that focuses on safely
reducing the need for foster care and strengthening families.

“Our parent partners are able to mentor, encourage and instill hope in
other parents, often resulting in better outcomes for families,” Walcker
added.
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